The following paper contains the dates and places of occurrence of earthquakes in California (and occasionally in Nevada) during the past year. When known, the intensity on the Rossi-Forel scale is given by Roman numerals enclosed in parentheses. The observations made at Mount Hamilton and reports of the different earthquakes communicated to this Observatory by letter, or published in the newspapers, will probably be printed in extenso elsewhere as a continuation of the lists already published by Professor Holden,* containing all available data up to the end of the year 1888.
The instruments at the Lick Observatory give the means of expressing the intensity of an earthquake shock, in terms of the maximum acceleration produced by the motion of the earth's surface; and it is one of the principal objects of the observations to obtain data for the comparison of the intensity determined in this way with that expressed in the ordinary terms describing the effects of earthquakes.
This relation, when once established, will allow the intensity of earthquake-shocks to be stated according to a definite scale, with much greater accuracy than. is possible at present. Provisional tables for the purpose have been given by Professor Holden, f A duplicate set of the instruments used, at the Lick Observatory is mounted at the Students' Observatory at Berkeley, in charge of Professor Soule. Seismographs of simpler pattern, which register the horizontal, but not the vertical, motion, and give no record of the 
